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SERIAL NO: 10/777,864 GROUP: Art Unit 2823 

FILED: February 12,2004 EXAMINER: ESTRADA, Michelle 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 11, 2005, Applicant provisionally elects 
the First Species (FIG. 8), as described in the first paragraph of the office action, with traverse. 
Claims 1-18 and 22-25 are readable on FIG. 8. 

While the methods of the first and second species may be distinct for the reasons set forth 
by the Examiner, Applicant believes that simultaneous examination will not present an undue 
burden. Particularly, each of the independent claims (1,19, and 22) would involve the same 
search classification with the only significant differences involving the number of interlayers 
being formed and the number of CMP steps being performed. Under such circumstances, the 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.8(a) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail, postpaid in an envelope, addressed to the: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for 
Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria VA 2233-1450 on February 1 1 . 2005 . 

Dated: TAUl^j 



Frank Chau 



Examiner is encouraged to maintain all claims in the same application. MPEP § 803. 
Early and favorable consideration of this application are earnestly solicited. 



F. CHAU & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
130 Woodbury Road 
Woodbury, New York 1 1 797 
Tel: (516)692-8888 
Fax: (516)692-8889 

FC:dm 



Respectfully submitted, 




By: F^hk Chau 

Reg. No. 34,136 
Attorney for Applicants 
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Frank Chau, Reg. No. 34,136, F.Chau & Associates, LLC 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. 


Typed or printed name 


Frank Chau 
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Date 





This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



